
Table 1

The Ratio of Patent Lawsuits Filed to Patent Applications Filed and Patents Granted -- 1988 to 2004
Year 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Patent Applications Filed 148,183 163,306 174,711 178,083 185,446 188,099 201,554 236,679 206,276 237,045 256,666 278,268 311,807 344,717 353,394 355,418 376,810

Patents Issued 83,584 102,712 96,727 101,860 109,728 107,332 113,268 114,241 116,875 122,977 154,579 159,166 182,223 187,822 177,317 189,597 187,170

Patent Lawsuits Filed 1226 1155 1238 1171 1474 1553 1617 1723 1849 2,112 2218 2318 2484 2520 2700 2814 3075
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ratio-Cases/Applications 120 141 141 152 125 121 124 137 111 112 115 120 125 136 130 126 122

Ratio-Cases/Patents 68 88 78 86 74 69 70 66 63 58 69 68 73 74 65 67 60
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Source:  Data on Patent Applications Filed and Issued comes from the USPTO's Performance and Accountability Report:  Fiscal Year 2004.  Data on Patent Lawsuits filed comes from the U.S. Courts, Judicial Statistics, 2004.  The ratios are calculated.
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